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National Assembly for Wales 
Cross-Party Housing Group Meeting 

12.30-1.30pm, 21 May 2019 
Committee Room A, Ty Hywel, Cardiff Bay 

        

 
Attendees  
 
Mike Hedges AM (Chair) 
Ryland Doyle (Office of Mike Hedges AM) 
David Melding AM 
Matthew Kennedy (CIH Cymru) 
Ross Thomas (Tai Pawb) 
Alex Osmond (The Wallich) 
John Puzey (Shelter Cymru) 
Michelle Wales (Shelter Cymru) 
Will Atkinson (CHC) 
Victoria Walsh (CITB) 
Nick Morris (Crisis) 
Elinor Crouch-Puzey (Welsh Women’s Aid) 
Matthew Norman (RLA Cymru) 
Casey Edwards (Wales Cooperative Centre)?? 
Tamara Hooper ( RICs) 
Mathew Brindley ( Care and Repair) 
Katey Dalton (Cymorth Cymru) 
 
Apologies 
Glenn page –Mind 
Neil Howell – Torfaen 
Ceri Cryer - Age Concern 
 
Minutes 

 
1. Welcome from the chair 
 
MH welcomed members to the meeting.  
 
Previous action. JP informed the group that a summit meeting is being progressed to look 
into the lack of enforcement in the private rented sector. This is a follow up to the January 
XPHG discussion. 
 
 
2. The Affordable Homes Review –Lynn Pamment, Chair of the independent review 

panel (invited). Open discussion on the findings.  
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MH introduced Lynn Pamment and thanked her for taking the time to address 
 the group.  She provided a background to the review and went through the six key  
areas. The review included 22 recommendations which included a new approach to grant 
funding, improvements to housingquality standards, a 5 year rent policy and new affordable 
homes to be carbon zero.  
   
The headlines and report are to be found here https://gov.wales/independent-review-
affordable-housing-supply-report 
 
She observed that we currently have a 58% housing supply grant for development and that 
there needs to be more testing of value for money and whether this level of grant was 
required for every scheme. The review also indicated that LA’s should be given access to 
this grant. She questioned if all dowry schemes were now necessary and that there should 
be a review, although they may be needed to help to reach a carbon neutral point. 
 
Questions 
 
MH can authorities build to the scale they had previously? 
 
Authorities can build but expertise has been lost. Collaboration with HA’s for effective 
partnerships’ will be essential. 
 
DM Was disappointed that the review did not give a clear picture of the numbers of units 
required. LP replied that some numbers are quoted in the report.  
 
KD Highlighted the lack of affordability for many people including young people and that 
some smaller providers were fearful that they would not be able to provide community 
based housing in the future. That there may be a bias to larger providers  
 
LP explained that this was not the intention of the review and that funding will be based on a 
real demonstration that providers are delivering real value for money.  
 
LP noted that affordability was a major issue for the panel and observed that if there had to 
be a compromise, within the current resource envelope, between affordable homes or 
output then the compromise should be on output. 
 
TH Could modern methods of construction help with build? As opposed to just focusing on 
traditional methods. 
 
LP observed that good work is taking place on new methods but she was reminded by 
tenants that they did not want to be the Guinea pigs for new methods. 
 
VC There is already a construction skills shortage was there any consideration of this within 
the review. LP this was outside of the reviews remit.  
 
LP did emphasise that new build need to take into consideration from the start the inclusion 
of zero carbon fit, as retro fitting comes in at a  larger cost. 
 
?? There is a need for a more granular assessment of need in particular the specific needs 
of the elderly and disabled.  
 

https://gov.wales/independent-review-affordable-housing-supply-report
https://gov.wales/independent-review-affordable-housing-supply-report
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JP We know that current housing needs assessments under estimate the real need, and 
that it was important that the levels of hidden homelessness were understood, both for 
planning housing provision and combatting NIMBYism.                                
 
MH Lynne was thanked for presenting the findings and answering the questions. 
 
 
 
3. The effect of Welfare reform on People ( Shelter Cymru case studies) 
 

 
JP highlighted a number of cases where people were losing or in danger of losing their 
homes because of late payments of UC. 
 
This had been taken up by Caroline Harries MP who asked Amber Rudd the Minister for 
Work and Pensions to fast track payments of Housing benefit to prevent homelessness and 
to stop increasing personal debt ( £355 to be taken to court) and taking up court time. 
 
WA informed the group that we need the whole of the UC payment to improve not just the 
HB aspect. 
 
ECP highlighted that as UC is paid to one member of a household, this led to financial 
abuse and that we should also campaign for split payments. 
 
The shortfall between the benefit paid and housing allowance is causing continued hardship 
for people and should be part of any on-going benefits campaign. 
 
WA we need to think what our calls will be once the benefit freeze ends in 2020. Should we 
just be calling for CPI or an additional amount in recognition of the freeze. 
 
- ACTION – WA to distribute CHC’s  6 calls  
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All xphg members will be invited to the Homes for all Cymru group meeting where topics for 
the October XPHG and any follow ups from today’s meeting will be discussed. 
 

 
 

Date of next meeting 
15th October 2019 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


